THE GOOD AND EVIL NATURE OF A CHH,D       47

We finH ourselves in open places breathing fresher air
when we consider, not the education of an individual
child or of a social class or even of a given country, but
of the race, of the human nature common to every class
and country, every individual child The prospect is
exhilarating and tne recognition of the potentialities in
any child should bring about such an educational renais-
sance as may send our weary old world rejoicing on its
way

Physicians and physiologists tell us that new-born
children start fair A child is not born with tuber-
culosis, for example, if with a tendency which it is our
business to counteract In the same way all possibilities
for good are contained in his moral and intellectual outfit,
hindered it may be by a corresponding tendency to
evil for every such potentiality We begin to see our
way It is our business to know of what parts and
passions a child is made up, to discern the dangers that
present themselves, and still more the possibilities of
free-going in delightful paths However disappointing,
even forbidding, the failings of a child, we may be quite
sure that in every case the opposite tendency is there
and we must bring the wit to give it play

Paients have this sort of mother-wit more commonly
than we outsiders, teachers and the like Of course, we
know of the mothers and fatheis who can't do anything
with Tom and hope the schoolmaster will lick him into
shape But how often on the other hand are we surprised
to see how much more of persons Bob and Polly are
in their own homes than at school' Perhaps this is
because parents know their children better than do
others an$ for that reason believe in them more, for
our faith in the divine and the human keeps pace with
our knowledge For this reason it behoves us teachers
to get a bird's eye view of the human nature which is
present in every child Everybody knows that hunger,